Supporting Student Success v

SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS

Contributors

Pamela Anne Bahnsen is a doctoral student in the Department of Special
Education at the University of Oregon.

Mark Bohling is assistant professor and director of Athletic Training with the
Department of Kinesiology at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. He holds
degrees from Iowa State University and the University of Southern Mississippi.

Margaret Bolick, Ph.D. is associate professor in the Department of Teacher
Education at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She holds degrees from the
University of Texas at Austin and a doctorate from Kansas State University.

Randy Bonnette, Ed.D. is chair of the Department of Kinesiology and associate
professor at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. He holds degrees from
Northwestern State University and a doctorate from Texas A&M University. He
formerly taught at Texas A&M University-Kingsville.

Jack Cassidy, Ph.D. is director of the Center for Educational Development,
Evaluation, and Research (CEDER) at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.
He is also a professor in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction, and he is
associate dean of graduate studies for the College of Education. Previously, he
was president of the International Reading Association and of the College
Reading Association.

David Chard, Ph.D. is dean of the School of Education and Human
Development at Southern Methodist University. Formerly, he was associate
dean of the College of Education at the University of Oregon and associate
professor in the Department of Special Education. He also served as major
director for special education and director of graduate studies. Prior to the
University of Oregon, Chard was associate director of the Texas Center for
Reading Language Arts at the University of Texas at Austin.

Deborah Stephens Crowder is a doctoral student in the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction, and liaison of the College of Education at Texas
A&M University-Corpus Christi to the University Preparatory High School, a
Gates Foundation funded school in partnership with the Flour Bluff Independent
School District.

Martha Foote, Ed.D. is associate professor and head of the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction at Texas A&M University-Commerce. She is one of



vi Supporting Student Success

three faculty members who recently received a grant totaling $1.2 million from
in the U.S. Department of Education to fund professional development for the
departmental faculty to assist with instructional needs for ELLs.

Sherrye Dee Garrett, Ed.D. is assistant professor in the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She is
also director of the BEST program and of the annual Reading Conference. She
holds degrees from Dickinson College, Millersville University, and Lehigh
University.

Bryant Griffith, Ph.D. is professor in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. Previously, he was
professor at Acadia University in Canada, where he also served director of the
school of Education. He has taught at several other universities and was
associate dean for the Graduate Division of Educational Research and acting
head for the Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of
Calgary. His doctorate is from the University of Toronto.

Stephanie Grote-Garcia is a research and teaching assistant in the Department
of Curriculum and Instruction and coordinator of the America Reads program at
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She is currently the dyslexia teacher and
coordinator of Parents as Professionals at the Early Childhood Development
Center.

Gail Harris is a doctoral student in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction at Texas A&M University. She is an assistant principal with
Ingleside ISD. Formerly, she was a GEAR UP outreach specialist for the Texas
A&M University system.

Denise Hill, Ed.D. is an associate professor with the Department of Teacher
Education at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She is also the site
professor for the Center for Professional Development and Teaching at Schanen
Estates Elementary in the Corpus Christi Independent School District. She
previously taught in the Texas public schools for nineteen years.

Sang Hwang, Ed.D. is associate professor in the Department of Education at
West Texas A&M University. Her doctorate is from the University of Missouri-
Columbia, with an emphasis in reading education. Her research interests include
reading evaluation, teaching strategies, and field experiences. She also
coordinates that university’s America Reads program.

Alison A. Jones is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction at Texas A&M University-Commerce. She is currently working on
her dissertation, titled “The Instruction and Assessment of Expository Text: A
Content Analysis of Fifth Grade Reading and Science Texas Essential
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Knowledge and Skills, State Adopted Text Teacher's Manuals, and Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills.”

Margaret Lara is a doctoral student in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She is a former classroom
teacher and is currently instructional facilitator for the Corpus Christi
Independent School District.

Sangeun Lee is a doctoral student in the Department of Special Education at the
University of Oregon.

Gary R. Low, Ph.D. is professor of education with the Department of
Educational Leadership and Counseling at Texas A&M University-Kingsville.
His expertise in emotional intelligence is highly regarded.

Frank Lucido, Ed.D. is professor in the Department of Teacher Education and
interim associate dean for undergraduate studies at the College of Education,
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. Formerly, he was superintendent for
Catholic schools with the Diocese of Corpus Christi.

Barbara A. Marinak, Ph.D. is assistant professor of Education and Reading
and graduate program coordinator of reading in the Department of Behavioral
Sciences at Penn State-Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Formerly, she was assistant
professor at Millersville University, Pennsylvania.

Christine L. Marroquin, Ed.D. is principal of the Early Childhood
Development Center (ECDC) at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She
has been principal of the dual language school for nine years. The ECDC is
jointly sponsored by the Corpus Christi Independent School District and Texas
A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Adam G. Martinez is assistant editor of the Center for Educational
Development, Evaluation, and Research (CEDER) Yearbook and of the
Scholarly Activity and Graduate Education (SAGE) Newsletter of the College
of Education, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. He is also a doctoral
candidate in the Department of Educational Administration and Research.

Allison Martinez Schaum is a doctoral student in the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. Formerly,
she taught third and fourth grades for more than seven years in the Corpus
Christi Independent School District.

Don Melrose, Ph.D. is associate professor in the Department of Kinesiology at
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, specializing in exercise physiology. He
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holds degrees from Illinois State University and a Ph.D. from Southern Illinois
University-Carbondale.

Darwin B. Nelson, Ph.D. is professor of education with the Department of
Educational Leadership and Counseling at Texas A&M University-Kingsville.
His expertise in emotional intelligence is highly regarded. He was formerly a
faculty member at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Kaye W. Nelson, Ed.D. is professor in the Department of Counseling and
Educational Psychology at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She is also
coordinator of the Marriage and Family Counseling Track and director of the
Counseling and Training Center.

Marvarene Oliver, Ed.D. is assistant professor in the Department of
Counseling and Educational Psychology at Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi. She holds degrees from the University of Houston and from East Texas
State University.

Daniel L. Pearce, Ph.D. is professor of education in the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction at Texas A & M University-Corpus Christi. He is
former chair of the department. Previously, he served on the faculties of
Northeastern Illinois University, Montana State University-Billings, and
Western Illinois University. His doctoral degree is from Michigan State
University.

Jalene P. Potter is a doctoral student in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and a teacher in the Odem-
Edroy Independent School District.

Misty Sailors, Ph.D. is associate professor in the Department of
Interdisciplinary Studies and Curriculum and Instruction at the University of
Texas at San Antonio (UTSA). She was honored in the spring of 2007 with the
President's Distinguished Achievement Award for Teaching Excellence at
UTSA.

Matilde A. Sarmiento-Arribalzaga, Ed.D. is assistant professor in the
Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Texas-Pan
American. She received her Ed.D in bilingual education from Texas A & M
University in Kingsville. Her academic interests center on bilingual education,
early childhood, ESL, and language instruction.

Kim Skinner is a doctoral student in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She was previously a
teacher in the Flour Bluff Independent School District.
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Richard Sorenson, Ed.D. is assistant professor in the Department of
Educational Leadership and Foundations at the University of Texas at EI Paso.
His doctorate is from Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Frank Spaniol, Ed.D. is professor in the Department of Kinesiology at Texas
A&M University-Corpus Christi. He holds degrees from Morehead State
University and a doctorate in exercise science from the University of
Mississippi.

Gina Stocks is assistant professor at Sul Ross State University. She is also a
doctoral student in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction at Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi.

Catherine Swift is editorial assistant of the Center for Educational
Development, Evaluation, and Research (CEDER) Yearbook. She is also a
doctoral student in the Department of Educational Administration and Research
at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Crystal D. Torti, Ed.D. recently completed her doctorate in the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction at Texas A&M University-Commerce. She is a fifth
grade reading teacher with the Farmersville ISD.

Corinne Montalvo Valadez, Ph.D. is assistant professor in the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. Her
scholarship focuses on teachers’ sense of efficacy for literacy instruction,
Hispanic children's literature, and multicultural literacy.

Kathy Ybanez, Ph.D. is assistant professor in the Department of Educational
Administration and Psychological Services at Texas State University, San
Marcos. Her doctorate in counselor education is from Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi.

Christina Cantu Ybarra is a consultant with the Education Service Center,
Region 2. She is also a doctoral student in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Norma Zunker is a visiting assistant professor in the Department of Teacher
Education, and a doctoral student in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction, at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.





